EMPet Score
DE
Questionnaire and categorisation
Foundation question

Points

Which class or group of animal does the species or breed belong to?
Assign the animal the number of points indicated and then add points from Speciﬁc questions.

Invertebrates

e.g. crabs, crayﬁsh, snails, insects,
spiders, millipedes

5 points

Fishes

e.g. ﬁshes, eels, rays

5 points

Amphibians

e.g. frogs, toads, newts, salamanders

18 points

Reptiles

e.g. crocodiles, turtles, tortoises,
lizards, snakes

18 points

Birds

e.g. parrots, cockatoos, ﬁnches

18 points

Unusual mammals

e.g. bats, foxes, meerkats,
kinkajous, sloths

18 points

Primates

e.g. monkeys, apes, prosimians

20 points

Semi-domesticated
animals

e.g. rats, mice, guinea pigs, rabbits,
ferrets, chickens, ducks, geese,
pot-bellied pigs, goats, donkeys, horses

10 points

Dogs and cats

5 points

EMPet Score
DE

Questionnaire and categorisation

Specific questions

Example animals

Answer

If the answer is ‘Yes’ assign 5 points. If the answer is ‘No’ move to next question.
If the answer is unknown apply a precautionary principle and respond ‘Yes’.

Q1: Sensitivity
Is the animal an especially sensitive species or
individual (e.g. marine tropical ﬁsh, chameleon,
human-imprinted bird, bat) including small and/or
delicate animals (e.g. stick insect, small ﬁsh, frog or
gecko, baby snake or lizard, hummingbird) or those
with exceptionally high disease-susceptibility (e.g.
iguana, bulldog)?
Certain species or individuals are especially sensitive or
vulnerable. This does not imply that other animals are
‘insensitive’, merely that some are well known to have problems
or needs that require additional consideration over and above
their pre-weighted score assessment. For example, green iguanas
are notorious for certain diseases such as metabolic bone
disease; many pedigree dog and cat breeds are well-known for
having breathing or skin problems; some frogs and lizards need
combined dense foliage and very humid conditions just to
survive; and very small animals may be easily injured,
accidentally lost, dehydrate quickly or get caught in ﬁltration
pumps.

Yes / No

Q2: Lifespan
Does the animal have a long potential lifespan (10
years or more, e.g. tarantula, goldﬁsh, toad,
tortoise/turtle, parrot, cat)?
The potential lifespan is the reasonable maximum period the
animal could survive in captivity and EMODE uses 10 years as a
guide to an animal being considered long-lived. Cats and dogs
live for longer than 10 or sometimes 20 years, terrapins for over
40 years, parrots for over 60 years and tortoises for over 100
years. Taking on animals with longer potential lifespans not only
means devoting a lifetime of commitment to their care, but you
may also need to think about, and provide resources for, an
animal’s care long after your own death.

Yes / No

Q3: Diet
Does the animal have specialised feeding habits
that can make its dietary requirements subject to
restricted supply, such as special preparations,
unusual plants or live food (e.g. clownﬁsh, seahorse,
frog, hummingbird, anteater, sloth, bat)?
Certain species have dietary needs that are so special they may
be hard to reliably provide. For example, some animals will only
eat certain types of nectar and others only certain types of
invertebrate such as ants or zooplankton. Key questions to ask
yourself are: “How challenging is it to physically provide food for
the animal?” “How available is the food” and “Can I store a
lengthy supply of the food?”

Yes / No

Points
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Questionnaire and categorisation

Specific questions

Example animals

Answer

If the answer is ‘Yes’ assign 5 points. If the answer is ‘No’ move to next question.
If the answer is unknown apply a precautionary principle and respond ‘Yes’.

Q4: Habitat
Does the animal require a specialised
habitat/microhabitat such as being dependent on
sharing its life with a feature or particular plant
such as coral, burrow, tree (e.g. spider, crab,
clownﬁsh, frog, chameleon, meerkat)?

Yes / No

Some animals may need peculiar and very precise biological or
environmental features (beyond general) just to survive making
them particularly challenging to care for. For example, some
animals need to live and feed amongst live coral and others may
only imbibe water as droplets. Other animals, for instance those
that are burrowing or tree-dwelling, may do poorly in captivity if
such environmental features are not provided.

Q5: Threat (physical)
Is the animal poisonous, venomous, capable of
growing large enough to inﬂict appreciable injury
at any point in its life or known to have
unpredictable/aggressive behavioural traits (e.g.
scorpion, cobra, large python, crocodile, bobcat, bear,
chimpanzee)?
This question is designed to assess the risk of the animal
seriously injuring a person. For example, certain animals such as
crocodiles, large constrictor pythons and chimpanzees pose
obvious safety issues because of their size, strength and
unpredictable nature in captivity. Many exotic or wild animals
have defensive behaviours such as biting, injecting venom and
scratching - and such injuries can pose more diverse risks,
including unusual bugs, than injuries from domesticated animals.
Other exotic animals, such as wild-caught frogs or salamanders,
may be docile but their skin toxins can be harmful to humans.
Domesticated and semi-domesticated animals, such as cats, dogs,
horses, goats, and pigs, are capable of causing signiﬁcant injury
but are generally sufﬁciently docile that they present a relevantly
low risk and so do not score in this question (except recognised
dangerous breeds). This question does not take into account an
animal’s individual demeanour or the risk of accidental injuries or
allergic reactions. Any animal may be potentially harmful, thus
where an animal scores ‘No’ this does not imply that there is zero
risk, merely that the species does not score as dangerous based
on its primary features.

Yes / No

Points
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Points

If the answer is ‘Yes’ assign 5 points. If the answer is ‘No’ move to next question.
If the answer is unknown apply a precautionary principle and respond ‘Yes’.

Q6: Threat (health)
Is anyone in the household/extended circle
vulnerable or immunocompromised (e.g. under 5
years, elderly, pregnant, diagnosed with HIV or other
immune disease, drug user, receiving chemotherapy
such as cancer and anti-rejection drugs)?
It’s important that you understand that keeping your animal of
interest may pose health risks to you and your family, especially
to those who are classed as more vulnerable. These risks may be
underplayed or not mentioned at all by pet sellers. The EMODE
score is higher for vulnerable groups because of the extra care
needed to reduce risk of contamination. This public health leaflet
contains advice on how to reduce the risk of getting sick from
keeping the animal. Animals that are kept outside (e.g. horses,
pond fishes) present a reduced risk to human health, especially
where individuals have no direct contact with an animal, and
accordingly would score ‘No’.

!

Yes / No

If you’re interested in learning more about the health and safety
risks associated with keeping exotic pets, then we would
recommend reading our public health and safety resources.

Total points
Add points from the Foundation question and the Speciﬁc questions to give your Total points.
Then check total points in the scale below to ﬁnd your EMODE score.

‘Easy’

‘Moderate’

‘Difficult’

‘Extreme’
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